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tu hand and on the left. If we deny it, there is 4 
WS underitand what we allow, we are liable to run into 


tional 5 and confirmation of this MOmen: 22 


Rowant viii. 16. 


| The $p1 it felf beareth witneſs with & our ſpirit, 1 "fl 
1 9 5 5 . we are the children of . 9 9 


"ONE who believes the Scriptures to. 

be the word of God, can doubt the 

2 Importance of ſuch a truth as this: As ͤ 
7 | truth e therein, not once only: notobſcurely,. e, 
#1 To tha! in expreſs „ 
terms ;;but lolemnly and of ſet purpoſe, as denoting _ © +» 
je nad of. the N privileges of the Children. of- - 
4 O 

2. Ke] it is thè more neceſſary to explain and de- 

4. fend this truth, becauſe there is a danger on the 5 


5 | danger leſt our Religion degenerate into mere Fot: 
= matiy: Leſt having 4 form of godlineſs, we neglett, if 515 
not deny the power of it. If we allow it, but do not 5 


5 all the wildneſs of Enthuſiaſm, It is therefore necd- 
uu in the higheſt degree, to guard thoſe who fear, - 
'W God from both theſe dange:s, by a ſcriptural. and ra- 
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ed with any clearnefs : unleſs ſome Diſcourſes o . 33300 
the wrong Ade of the queſtion, which explain it e 8 | 
quite away. And it cannot be doubted, but theſs 1 
were occaſioned, at leaſt in great meaſure, by. the*+; 1 
crude, unſtriptural, irrational explications of other 4455 
ho knew not what they ſpake, nor whereof they affirmed: 15 Meet 
© - 4; It more: nearly concerns the Methodiſts, ſo = & 
led; earl to underſtand, explain and defend th 2 her 
1 doEtine, becauſe it is one grand part of the 'Teſtic: 5 9 
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| kind. 11 is by his peculiar bleſſing upon Len it = 7 


che ſcriptures, confirmed by the experience = 

of his N that this great evangelical truth has 4 
been recovered, which had been for many years 4 i ag 

8 well nigh loſt and forgattert.. 33 5 : 2 
h. 

11. But what is the Wi 5 f the Spirit? Th 17 

| original word, lucg rug, ings q - Sine? The ei⸗ N * 
tber, (as it is in ſeveral places,) the witneſs, or leis 
ambiguoully, the teſtimony or the record: So it is ren- . 

- dered in our tranſlation, 1 John. v. 11. This is tie 4 10 


"Bo rf (the teſtimony, the ſum of what God teſtifies 
in all the inſpired Writings) That God hath given unto 
us eternal life, and this life is in has Son. The teſtimony | 
now under conſideration is given by the Spirit of | 
Sod to and with our ſpirit. He is the perſon teſtify- 

ing. What he teſtifies to us is, That we are the children. 
| EP God. The immediate reſult of this teſtimony, is 
_ the fruit of the Spirit. namely, Love, joy Joy, peace i long- 
= ng, fo? 775 goodneſs, And without theſe the 
teſtimony itſelf cannot 3 For it is inevita- 
8 55 deſtroyed, not only by the commiſſion oſ 12 
gut ward Sin, or the omiſſion of known Duty, but 

1 giving way to any inward Sin: in a word, by 
'” Whatever rieves the Holy Sp irit of God. 

2. 1 obleryed many years ago, © It is hard to: find 
Words in the language of men, to explain the deep 
8 of Cod. Indeed there are none that will ade- 
7 quately expreſs, what the Spirit of God works in his 
Children. But perhaps one might ſay. (deſiring any 
who are taught of God, to corre, ſoften or ſtrength - 

en the expreſſion) By the teſtimony of the Spirit L mean, 
Ya i inward Impreſſion of the Soul, whereby the Spi- 
fit of God immediately and directh witnelles to my 
. that J am a child of God, that % Chriſt 
all loved me, and given humfe Ulf for ne. That all my ſins 
are blotted out, 95 5 8 even, I am reconciled to 
= God. my Sermons, ol. I. 
Aſier twenty years. farther Conlidirarions 1 fon 
0 cauſe to. retract z of this Neithes 2 1 
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tered, fo as to 3 (hows: more intelligible, 1 can 
only add, That if any of the Children of God wil! 
point out any other expreſſions, which are more 
clear, or more agreeable to the Word of God, 1 will” 
readily lay theſe aſide. EY 
| . Meantime let it be obſerved, I 4 not mean: | 
i hereby, That the Spirit of God teſtifies this by any 
| Outward voice: No, nor always by an inward voice, 
© altho' he may do this ſometimes, Neither do 1 fup- 
W poſe, that he always applies to the heart, (tho! he 
1 ellen may) one or more texts of Scripture. But he 
ſo works upon the Soul by his immediate influence, 1 
and by a ſtrong, tho' inexplicable. operation, that 
the ſtormy wind and troubled waves ſubſide, e 
Wand there is a ſweet calm: The heart reſting. as in 
* be arms of Jeſus, and the ſinner being clearly RR 
bed, chat God is feconciled, that all his iniquities. wn 
{ feen. and hus fins covered. - i | 7 
| Now what is the matter of. diſpute concerning; 5 5 oe 
. Inis pd Not, whether there be a Witneſs or Tanne! 3 
ef the Spirit? Not, whether the Spirit does te 3 
im our ſpirit, that we are the children of God? 
one can deny this, without flatly contradicting the 4 9 
capture, and charging a lie upon the God of. tuch. 5 5 0] 
Wherefore that there is a teſtimony of the Syn; . e 
e by all parties. 9 os mo -x 
6. Neither is it queſtioned, Whether tare: is a ET .B 
Wndired Witneſs or Teſtimony that we are the chil- 8 1 
2 ren of God. This is nearly, if not exactly the ſame 85 . 
ich the teſtimony of a good con ſcience toward God ; and is- * 
e reſult of reaſon; or reflection on what we feel in 
12 bur own ſouls, Strictly ſpeaking it is a Concluſion 0 5 
aun partly from the word of God, and partly from 
Pur own Experience. The word of God ſays, eve 
| | ne-who has the fruit of the Spirit is a child of God.» 


perience, or inward Conſciouſneſs tells- me, that 2 
have the fruit of the Spirit. And hence L:ratigne- = ; 

5 „ conclude, Therefore I am a child of God.“ £Þ W „ 
likewiſe allowed on all hands, and ſo ee 1 1 + 
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„ teſtimony i is firſt given. And much lefs'afterwards ; 


nor Love: As neither is the ee itſelf Ae 
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. 3 . 55 any direct teſtimony of the Spirit at all? Whether there 
| be any other teſtimony of the Spirit, than that "which 
N 855 a Conſciouſneſs ofthe fruit? IS 


III. "I 1 believe thore is, Bess Pr is w 
_ be natural meaning of the text, The Spirit . 
TNTareth witne/s with our Spirit, that we are the children” 
= - God, It is manifeſt, here are Two witneſſes: menti- 


1 Tondon i in his ſermon on this text,  feems aſtoniſhed 
5: chat any one can doubt of this, Which appears upon 


Baur oron ſpirit, ſays the Biſhop is one, which is the 
1 85 Conſciou ſneſs 9 our own firicerity:” Or, to expreſs 
_— the ſame thing a little more clearly, the conſciouſ- 
8 +79} neſs of the fruit of the Spirit. When our ſpirit is 


5 fo gentleneſs, goodneſs, it eaſily infers from theſe * 


A 1 7 855 that we are the children of Gd. 
£ 13 2. It is true, that Great Man ſuppoſes che other 
Go: & - witneſs to. be ©. the conſciouſneſs of ur oww'1 
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neither joy nor peace are always at one ſtay.” No, sf 
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tit of God, and our own ſpirit. The late —— Be F 


=: dhe very face of the words. Now, “f teſtimony f 
| * = eonſeious of this, of love, joy, peace, long-luffering, 
works.“ This, he affirms; is the teftimony of; | God's 
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po rag > Where it is plain, ſincerity refers d our 
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9 1 2 Fe of his Son into your hearts, crying Abba, Father. 28 


5 5. That the teftimony- of the Spirit of God, muſt, it Ben 
the very nature of things, be ee to the 1 1 


| 1 before we can be-conſcious that we are fo. 
= mult. love God before we can be holy at all, 1 115 
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| ay one 8 5 ; 8 
of the conſciouſneſs of our {incerity, onſequently | : 
here is only one witneſs ſtill. If therefore the text | 

- {peaks of two witneſles, one of theſe is not the con- i 
Fuel of our good works, n neither of our ſincerity: ö 
1 Al this being munity contained in I Ne , 1 
What then is the del witneſs? This: might 504 

me. ily be learned, if the text itſelf were not ſufficient- a 


ly clear, from the verſe oe res receding.” Ve. 
ut the Spirit of "8A 
adoption, whereby we cry „Aba, Father. It follows; 

. + The Spirit it /e 8 if beareth win with our r ſpirit, that we are: 1 
he nar of Cee 1 
his is firthe? explained by the parallel text; 3 


e iv. 5. Becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth tie 
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1s not this ſomething immediate and direct, not the re- 
ſult of reflection or argumentation ? Does not this 
Spirit ery Abba, Father in our hearts, the moment. iis 08 
given? Antecedently to any reflection upon our fin- 7 0 | 
cerity, yea, to any reaſonin whatſover ? And is nut 7 
this the plain, natural ſene of the words, bit 
ſtrikes any one, as foon as he hears them? . 
theſe texts then, in their moſt obvious 9 Batt 


feribe a direct teſtimony of the- Spirit. 
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being the xoot of all holineſs. Now we cannot love-.: 223 
Sec nll we know he loves use We love him, gctauſe il 

bed us. And we-cannet know. his loye te , 1 | 
Bis Spirit. witneſſes it to our ſpirit. Hall then v 3 
Cannot believe it: we cann ot ſay5* Hie dle 0M R 
. * oy by. 2 5 LL 9 9 ks bo 


* 


= 


1 wy Then; l . „ © Io (ik 7 55 
5 doe 7 + Our intereſt in his blood, £ 18 Iz e 
. . 2 ad cry, with Joy unſpeakable, e 

Thon ar wy: Lord, y Cod. 8 1 


8 8 the il mag of 1 Sich maſk pre- 2 
. cede the love of God and all holineſs, of conſe- 
* it muſt precede, our conſciouſneſs thereof. 
6. And here properly comes in, to confirm this 2 
Sa ll doctrine, the experience of the children of 
God: The experience not of - two or three, not . 
A few, but of a great multitude Which no man can 
8 It has = confirmed, both in this and in 
all ages by à cloud of living and. dying witneſſes.” It is 
| . 2 . by your experience and mins. The = 
. 5 uſelf bore witneſs to my ſpirit, that I was a child of 
| * on gave me an evidence hereof, and I immediately. 
= ; exied, Abba, Father | And this I d (and ſo did you! 
| before 1 i es on, or was conſcious of any fruit of 
the Spirit. It was from this teſtimony received, that 
love, KS peace, and: the whole FR of the. Spin 
. Firſt 1 2 1 85 
* "Thy EY", Ma! 1 thou ard] 5 
. . 5% | Lliſteneg,: and Heaven Sprung up in my hear. 
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bob the children of God, thouſands of whom can: 
| = inthe favour of God, till it was directly witneſſed to 


ee of fin, who feel the wrath of God abiding on 
mem. . Theſe cannot be fatisfhed with any thing les 
we direct teſtimony from his Spirit, that he . 
5 merciful to their unrighteoufneſs, and remembers their fins. 
1 and iniquities no more. Tell any of theſe, © You are 
bol you are a child, by reflecting on what he 
nas wrought in you, on your love, joy and peace 
=. And, wall he not immediately reply, By all e! 
1 Lam a child of the devil, I have no mere. 
1 ve to God thon my evi. 1 Had 2 "ay Farm mind i is” 
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| 0 . my heart is a a troubled ſea: I am all 
Form and tempeſt, And which way can theſe ſouls 
en be comforted, but by a. divine teftimonys. 
Not that they are good, or ſincere, or confarmable 
0 the Seripture in heart and life, but) That. God _ 
| -guftifieth the ungodly : Him that till the moment he is 
Juftified, is all ungodly, void of all true holineſs? 
. that worketh not, chat worketh nothing that is tru 
good, till e 7 8 that he is bee, a g bs 1 
= for any works of Tight G6 which he hath 
S the mays. free bh po God ? Wholly and ſolely 
fer what the Son of God hath. do W 8 ſuffered-for 5. 
bim? And can it be any 8 if a man is $23 : 2 
= ed by faith, without the works of the law # If fo, what in- LOG | 
award or oitward goodneſs ean he be conſcious « *Þ "4 
W. antecedent; to his Juſtification ? Nay, . is not the 
BE Having nothing to pay, that is, the being conſcious, that 
dee dwelleth.in us no tung, neither in ward non 
Wo outward goodneſs, eſſentially, indiſpenſably nece 
before we can be juſtified freely, thro! the redemption that 
. in J efus Chriſt ? Was ever any man juſtified „ 
= his coming into the world, or can any Mön oven 72. = . 
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2g E one therefore who 3 the po Ns an So 
5 * ſuch a t 7 8975 does in effett deny Juſtiſicatiom | 
= by faith, It follows, That either he never cer I 1 
enced this, either he never was Juſtified, or that 8 
8 Bas forgotten, (as St, Peter ſpeaks.) 18 zavagaus , 4 
n apagriur, the purification 1 — luis former fung 2 fy : 
© experience/he then had himſelf, the manner-wbereit ©. 
Cod wrought. i in his 7 9 Ju when his formex Has 
8 vere blotted out. 2 5 
9. Aud the (DET even of the children of the © 8 
t world, here:confimmgthat of the children of God. | 
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any to talk of © knowing his fins are forgiven ?” Which 


many of them are conſcious of their own. ſincerity. 


rely teſtifying, that we are his children. 


to this; the chief of which it may be well to conſider. 
1.1. It is objected firſt, © Experience is not ſuffi- 
&- Gent, to prove a doctrine which is not founded on 

S)cripture.“ This is undoubtedly true; and it is an im- 


1 Portart truth: but it does not affect the preſent quef-. | 
Eh, tion. For it has been. ſhewn, that this doQrine is 
founded on ſcripture. Therefore experience is pro- 


perry alledged to confirm it. 


5 4 82 I 1 8 5 0 ; 
2. But madmen, French Prophets and Enthuſi- 
i ſts of every kind have imagined they experienced 


ee of them did, although they did not retain it long. 


=, ethers have not experienced it: As a madman's ima- 
mii himſelf a king, does not prove, that there are 


uneriy decried / the Bible.“ 5 0 Ae lead 
mis was no neceſſary conſequence: Thouſands plead 
ſuor it, who have the higheſt eſteem for the Bible. 


-._ - | hereby; and got above all conviction.” _ 


ad yet a ſcriptural doctrine is no worſe 
| 7 i L ahuſe it to their own deſtruction. e 4 
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of them even pretends to any fuch thing? And yet. 


„Av. But abundance ef Objections have been made 


doe if they did not, this is no proof at all, that 


them take much pains to pleaſe him. But do they 
not, one and all, count it the higheſt abſurdity, for 


Many of them undoubtedly have, in a degree, the 
teſtimony of tieirown e © confeicuhet of their 
own uprightnefs, But this brings them no conſci- 
ouſneſs, that they are forgiven; no knowledge that 
they are the children of God, Yea, the more ſin- 
cere they are, the more uneaſy they generally are, 

for want of knowing it : Plainly ſhewing that this 

Fannot be known, in a ſatisfactory manner, by the 
_ bare teſtimony of our own Spirit, without God's di- 


this witneſs,” They have fo. And perhaps not a 


Vea, but many have fatally deceived themſelves | 
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Fo, - 4 Bu Llay it down as an e The wh 
Fruit of the Spirit is the witneſs of the Spirit. Not 7 
undoubted ; thouſands doubt of, yea flatly deny it: 

but to let that paſs. If this witneſs be ſofficient 
there is no need of any other, But it is ſuffieient, 
unleſs in one of theſe caſes, 1. The total abſence of the 
fruit of the Spirit“ And this is the. caſe, when 

the direct witneſs is firſt given: 2. The not 
perceiving it. But to contend for it in this caſe, is to 

Content? for. being in the favour of God,, and not 

knowing it.” True, not knowing it at that time any 

$ otherwiſe, than by the teſtimony which is given for 

$ that end. And this we do contend for: We contend, 

F | that the dire& witneſs may ſhine clear, even while , 

te indirect one is under a cloud. a 

4. It is e Secondly, The Bi 1 the volt: | 
neſs contended for, as to prove that the profeſſion we 
make is genuine, But it does not prove this.“ 1 
anſwer, The proving this, is not the Fe ſign of it. lt 
is antecedent to our making any profeſſion; at all; but © 
that of being loſt, undone, guilty, helpleſs Hin, 
ners. It is deligned to aſfure thoſe to whom it is gi 
fog That they are the children of God; that the 2 +55 240 
e fre by his grace, thro" the redempt ion tat is 
1 g Ch And this does not ee a e 
g en x oughts, words and actions, are conform: 
able to the rule of ſcripture, It ſuppoſes quite he 
reverſe, r That they are finners all over, ſin- 
ners both in heart and life. Were it otherwiſe, 
Jod would juſtify the godly and their own. des, i -- 
would be counted to them for righteouſneſs. And I-can-- 12 i 
not but fear that a ſuppoſition of our being juſtified | 
| by works, is at the root of all their objections. Fort . 
Who ever cordially believes, That God omputes to al 2 
that are wh righteouſneſs without works, will find: 72 9 
no difficulty in allowing the witneſs of his ſpirit, PRE? 1 
ceding the fruit of it. 333 
5· It is objekted, Thirdly, « One Evangeliſt { 1 2 
| Your: heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to them f. 7 N 

"Op Ee im. The other Evangeliſt Walls the ſame thing” . 

en afts; ; abundantly demonſtrating, that tbe Spi: 

= fits Gd of 1 witneſs, is * giving good H 
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3 ny pf, of 21 . to confirm the teſtimony of the Spirit. 


it . i, Is „ u ohjected, fifchly, that * 6 the. rect witnels 


1 REA teſtimory cannot be depended on? That is forced to 
SW anſwer. To ſecure us from all deluſion. God gives 
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i ene text, or 1 Therefore win, de- 


— monftmrion' is more abundantly demonſtratod, Llet \ 
i and RN 
. it is objekted, Fourthly, «The Scripture: fa Ss, : 
hb d bun by in Frets, Probe all thungs. T the Ml 
3 Examinz you elner. Moſt Fay therefore IB * 
tet every man who believes he hath the witneſs in him- ] 


i whether it be of God; if the fruit ollow,. it 
” gs Mp it is not. For cent the tree "_ 804 
a frut; Hereby w ove, if it be 
But the direct witneſs fine referred to in the 
voc of God.“ Not as ſtanding alone, not. as a 
Fngle witneſs, but 3 with _ other : 2 
giv! joint I. with aur that 
| as en ef d 2198 2 whois Aaron, 
on Than it is notthus referred to, in this ve 
Examine yourſelves whether ye be in the 2 ape. your 
dwnſelves, Know ye not your ownjelves, that 0 Chris in 
Jon 2 kt is by no means clear, that they did not know 
_ this, by a d#:& as well as a remote witneſs, How is it 
p. that they did not know it, firſt, 3 
Lonſciouſnefß, and then by love, joy and peace? _ 
2 But che teſtimony - ariſing from the, internal | 
and external change, is conſtantly referred tio in the 
Bible.“ , Tt s fo. And we conftantly. refer 
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y, all the marks you have given, whereby. to 

Ns the operations of God's Spirit from _ 77 
fon, Aer to the change wrought in us and an 
This likewiſe isundoubtedly true. | 


ee pern, does not ſecure us from the greateſt de- 
-. Jakons; And is chat a witneſs fit to be whoſe 


.  fly'to-fomethingelfe, to prove what it aſſarts 7 1 


 wtwo witneſſes that we are his children,: And This 

_ they teſtify conjointly, Therefore what,” God, hath. 

e ee ker not man put ajunder. e N 
. we cannot ee * 


. re F 4 0 ö . pe - — 2 * "5 $4 * We. * 

2 8 ph | 1 1 — i 3 2 2 F 6 * * foe 3-0 11 & * 7 5 1 * 

Om. 2 a 2 R it dn. * . 8 9 * j. fy 1 « 5 

N Þ * NY 4 * 5 E 639 . . _ % - 1 

2 8 FCC * 

ks. hs 9 N 8 * 2. * 5 l A 

— A „ 3 ** * 2 8 * 1 * : < . 

um = * & . _ * 3 1 „ as Av K . * 
8 r een ac FF n p 

* 88 3 


* 


* P # 
. 8 
Cedric or — 3 — 


2 2 FR 
: $I 4 ( 12 
2 as ( 
2 0 
* 7 — Pa 


Ll 
can be * PSY "The woitwbewt 
the highe 1 and = nothing elſe to * 
what they aſſert. 
Nay, the direct e only. afferts, . but does 
not prove any thing. 5 By two witneſſes ſhall every 
word be eſtabliſhed. And when the Spirit witneſſeß 
wit our Spirit, as God deſigns it to A, Gen it oy 
proves that we are children of God. 1+ Te: 
9. It is objected, fixthly, © You own | the. br 
wrought * teſtimony, unleſs in the caſe 
of ſevere «rials, ſuch as that of our Saviour upon 
the croſs. But none of us can be tried in that man- 
ner,” But you or I may be tried in ſuch a manner, 
and fo may any other child of. God, that it will be 
Impoſſible for usto keep our filial ee in g . 4 
without the direct witneſs of his Spirit. "ov EY 
10, It is obje cted, laſtly. The greateſt conten- 735 
— for it, are ſome of 55 proudeſt and moſt uncha- 
ntable of men.“ Perha s ſome of the htte con- 
1 oa for it, are ws oats 7 and- uncharitible. But 1 
1 — of the ee contenders for it, are eminently „ 
meek and lowly in heart : and indeed in Ae Scher 1 
oy. alſo, _ -.. e 
| True bores & n 2 th e 
The preceding Objectibris are the moſt 3 23 
that I have heard, and I believe contain the ſtrength Ws 
of the cauſe. Vet L apprebend whoever calmly and 
Wimpartially conſiders thoſe Ubjections and the anfwers. 1 
together, Will ealily ſee, that they do riot deſtre 3 
no, nor weaken the evidence of that great trutuß, 
EThat the Spirit of God does diredtly as well ax SOM >; 5 0 
. chat we are children of God. | - 2+ 


* 


8 ; 


| . 1. The . ali 18 3 "The 1 po” the 8 1 2 5 15 
bir is an inward impreſſion on the ſouls of belie- 3 
Nen, whereby the Spirit of God directly toſtiſes cg 
Weir ſpirit, that they are children of Gel. Andi i EE 
pot queſtioned, Whether there is a. teſtimony of tha 
Spirit? But whether: there is any direct  teſtumonyZP, 8 1 5 og 
Whether. there. 3 aby other than that which ariſcs „„ 
From 4 . 2 * fruit of ths pin —_ 1 7 
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1 to the Galatians : 


1 Bot ſufficient to prove à doftrine” unſupported by 
Seripture: That madmen and enthuſiaſts of ev 
Kind, have imagined ſuch a witneſs : That the deſign | 

of that witneſs is to prove our eee 3 
Which deſign i it does not anſwer at the ae 
days, The tree is known by its fruit. 


8 is never re Cad to in all the book of God: "That 
it does: not ſecure us from the reateſt deluſions: 
, laſtly, that the change wrought in us is a-ſufh- 
--, ent teſtimony, unleſs in ſuch trials as Chriſt alone 
- ſuffered: We anſwer, 1. Experience is ſuffici. 
ent to confirm 2 doctrine, which is grounded on Scrip- 
mure: 2. 

Ado not, this is no picjudice to real cxperience : 3 50 
Adel wo. that witneſs is, to afſure'us we are .chik 
of God. And this- defign it does arifwer. 4. be 


53 Know 5e not your ownſelves that "Feſus Chrift 7A wn al 
. The ſpirit of God witneffing wth ar pi e 

us from all deluſion: And, laſtly, we are al liable to 
©; _ - trials, wherein the teſtimony of our on {| itit is not 
3 „ 3 Ae. SETS ian SER . 
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7 believ e! is 9 * is 66 ate” ; 10 
meaning of the text, illuſtrated both: by the eced: | 


Tom it, and becauſe tis p wo Ae of the word 
of God is confirmed by che erience of innumera. 
Die elüldren of God © Vea, 50 by che experience of 


ill they have a direct witneſs: And even of the 
children of the world, Who not having the witneſs 
in themſelves, one and all declare, none can TRow his 
e forgiven. 
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ing words, and by the parallel afſage in the bite | 
1 in 5 nature of the 't mg, 
the ' teſtimony muſt FRI the fruit which ſprings 


all who are convinced of fin! who can never Teſt, 


2. And whereas it is objected, That experience is 


Pons your ownſelves and in 


ho' many fancy they experience what they 


true witneſs of the Spirit 1s known * its fruit, love, | 
t fo lowing it; 

at the direct, as ant as 325 | 

ft witneſs, i is not referred to in that ve; text, | 
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0 Spirit can aſſure us that we are 
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; poſed teſtimony of the Spirit, which 1s ſep arate from 


erance, And however this fruit may be cloud 
for a while, during the time of ſtrong ee e ſo 
that it does not appear to the tempted perſon, While 


Joy in the Holy 
the hour 


But even this is generally reſtored with increaſe, 
and he rejoices with: joy ut 


we have the witneſs in ourſelves, before the 


thereof, but a real degree, by the preventing 
| God) before we are accepted in the beloved, + 


we ſhall be continually 
Spirit cry in our heart, 


Without this we cannot retain a ſteddy peace, 
avoid 
have ches received this 
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| Satan is fifting him as wheat, yet the ſubſtantial part of 
it remains, even under the thickeſt cloud. It is true, 

Ghoſt may be withdrawn, during 
of trial, Yea, the foul may be exceeding _: 
while the hour and power of darkneſs continues, 


ace of —_ 
| conſe- 
-quently before we have a teſtimony of our .accep= _ 
nunce, But it is by no means adviſable to reſt here: 
it is at the peril of our ſouls if we do. If we are wife 
ing to Cod, until hie 

Father | This is the © | 
privilege of all the children of God, and without 


rplexing doubts and fears, But when we 


Spirit of adoption, that peace hes ; 
which-expells all 3 2 


4. The ſecond Inference is, Let e 8 3233 
ſuppoſed Fruit of the Spirit without the witneſs. © 
There may be fortaſtes of joy, of peace, of love, anlegt 
' thoſe not deluſive, but really from God, long before 

| | Spirit of f-. 0 
Cod witneſſes with our Spirits, that we have redemp- © 
there may be a degree of long ſuffering, of gentleneſs, - ' © 
of fidelity, meekneſs, temperance, (not a ſhado c & 
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that we arg children of God, the immediate conſe; - * * 1 
quence will be the fruit of the ſpirit, even bog, joy, .  - | 
peace, longſuſfering, gentleneſs, goodneſs ; fidelity, 1 2 
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ainful doub * fear, will Mep 3 and minds in 
And when this has brought forth its 
nuine ruft, all inward and outward Holineſs, it 


us always what he has onde given. So that there is 
no need, that we ſhould ever more be deprived, of 
_ either the teſtimony. of God's Spirit, or the teſtimony 
of dur own, the conſciouſneſs of our walking in all 95 
Mn and true Holineſs. : a "iy | 
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